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Speakers 

        Peter Turnbull 

Principal at Pacific Gas and Electric Company, has held positions promoting energy efficiency since 

joining the company in 1981.  Since 2010, he has led PG&E’s Zero Net Energy program efforts providing 

technical support, research, training, outreach and performance documentation in support of the State 

of California’s ZNE policy goals for commercial and residential buildings.  Earlier in his career, he gained 

extensive experience managing energy efficiency rebate programs.   

Peter has extensive experience in emerging technologies and codes and standards work, especially in 

areas such as cool roofing, daylighting, thermal energy storage and commercial food service.    

 He is a frequent speaker at industry events sponsored by organizations including ACEEE, ASHRAE, AESP, 

NBI and others.  Mr. Turnbull holds B.A and M.A degrees in English, and a B.S. in Civil Engineering.  

                Rory Cox 
Rory Cox has been an analyst in the Energy Efficiency branch of the California Public Utilities Commission 

for over five years, and in that time has provided oversight for marketing, the water-energy nexus, the 

Energy Efficiency Strategic Plan, industrial and agriculture programs, and other programs. He is currently 

the staff lead for Zero Net Energy policy. He is the author of “Regulating Energy Efficiency,” a white paper 

that was intended to make sense of the CPUC’s complex evaluation and regulation of EE program. 

 



                                 Michael Floyd 

As Autodesk's Sustainable Industry Technology Manager, Michael leads the company’s initiative to 
deliver powerful, focused solutions to customer sustainability challenges. His life prior to Autodesk 
included design direction, and consulting in both product development and the built environment. His 
product oriented work has addressed issues related to toxicity, design for environment, climate, and 
supply chain adaptation. He has a special interest in energy efficiency in buildings, and has undertaken 
related work at scales ranging from whole cities to commercial kitchens. He holds an MSc in 
Environmental Technology from Imperial College London, and a BA from Princeton University. 
 

                   Ram Marayanamurthy 
Ram is a Technical Executive at Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) in the Advanced Energy 

Communities area, focused on energy efficiency, customer adoption and grid integration of customer 

technologies. He led the development of the first Zero Net Energy neighborhood in California and the 

first low income community scale Zero Net Energy Retrofit. He also leads connected customer research 

at EPRI in the area of smart thermostats and connected devices, and the use of data analytics and data 

standards in clean energy. Prior to EPRI, Ram worked in executive positions in startups for more than a 

decade developing new energy efficiency and energy storage technologies. He holds 26 patents and has 

a Bacherlor in Mechanical Engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology and Masters in 

Mechanical Engineering from Penn State University. 

 

                           Loren Aiton 

Loren Aiton, Architect, has been active in the construction industry for nearly 30 years.  His work includes 

the design and construction of new and remodeled facilities in both the Public Sector and Private Sector. 

Loren has been focused on sustainable building since 2003 and is a LEED AP BD&C since 2004.  Loren has 

completed over a dozen LEED Certifications as Project LEED AP. He is currently Director of Sustainability 

at Teter Architects and Engineers in Fresno, California. Loren has served on the LEED Regionalization Task 

Force for both LEED 2009 and LEED v4 and is a USGBC Faculty.   
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         Brandon De Young 

Brandon De Young holds the title of Executive Vice President for De Young Properties and President for 
De Young Mortgage. Brandon holds a California Real Estate Broker’s license, is a Mortgage Loan 
Originator, a National Center For Healthy Housing Lead Certified Renovator, as well as Building 
Performance Institute Certified. He received Bachelor of Business Administration and Master of Science 
in Real Estate degrees from the University of San Diego. 
 
Brandon represents the third generation of his family in the homebuilding business, established by his 
parents, Jerry and Paula De Young, in 1974. He has been a critical factor in the growth and evolution of 
De Young Properties as not only a leader in quality craftsmanship and innovation, but also in building 
environmentally-friendly homes that are both energy-efficient and high-tech, utilizing some of the most 
advanced building science and technology.  
 

 

             Breeana Sylvas 

Breeana Sylvas is the Sr. Analyst in the Department of Sustainability at the University of California 
Merced. Breeana is responsible for strategic planning and analytics, performance measures, 
sustainability programs, and minor project developments. Prior to her appointment, Breeana served in 
professional appointments in the Office of Management and Budget for the City of Las Cruces, and New 
Mexico State University (NMSU). Breeana holds both a Bachelors of Business Administration degree in 
Finance, and a Masters of Public Administration degree from NMSU. 
 
 
 



 

               John Andary 

John is a Principal at Integral Group where he brings over 30 years of consulting engineering experience 
to the firm, with a strong background in project and team leadership. Throughout his career, John has 
provided energy-focused consulting services in various market sectors including higher education, 
health care, civic, federal, corporate and laboratory design. This diverse engineering experience, coupled 
with his passion for sustainable architecture, provides John with the requisite knowledge to lead the 
Bioclimatic Design practice at Integral. This practice area is focused on providing passive and climate-
based design solutions to improve occupant health, thermal comfort and energy efficiency in the built 
environment. 
John believes that sustainable design is an engineer’s social responsibility and has served as Principal in 
Charge on numerous LEED Platinum and Zero Net Energy projects. John led the MEP Engineering, 
Sustainable Design and Energy Consulting team for the Research Support Facility project at the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), which at 350,000 square feet is considered to be the largest LEED 
Platinum, Zero Energy Building in the world. 
 

 

Kjirsten Harpain 
 

Kjirsten Harpain has been writing construction specifications at Darden Architects for 14 years.  She 

became a licensed architect in 2015, NCIDQ certified interior designer in 2009, LEED Accredited 

Professional in 2006, and CSI Certified Construction Specifier in 2005.  She holds two Bachelor of Arts 

degrees: English from Sac State in 2001, and Interior Design from Fresno State in 2005.  She has been 

active in the local construction-oriented professional organizations including CSI Fresno, USGBC-CC, AIA 

SJ, and NAWIC Fresno Chapter 108.   

She has proudly been a part of successful projects including:  Sustainable Design Coordinator, 

Construction Administrator, draftsman and Specifications Writer on the Yosemite Community College 

District Central Services Building; Sustainable Design Coordinator and Specifications Writer on Fresno 

Unified School District’s Edison High School Academic Building, Rutherford B Gaston Middle School, and 

Phillip J Patiño School of Entrepreneurship; Sustainable Design Coordinator and Specifications Writer on 

Clovis Unified School District’s Clark Intermediate School; and various roles on numerous other award-

winning projects designed by Darden Architects.  

Kjirsten is currently working on specifications for several projects, wrapping up the LEED submission on 

Yosemite Community College District’s award-winning New District Office building, and assisting school 

districts develop standard specifications.  She resides in Fresno, California. 

 



       Ryan W. Carlson  
A graduate of California State University Fresno in Mechanical Engineering, Ryan spent his early career 

as a design engineer working for a design build mechanical contractor.  The close interaction with field 

personnel set a foundation for practical, efficient, and maintainable designs.  Now working as a Principal  

at Lawrence Engineering Group, the practical foundation can be applied to new and innovative 

technologies that offer owners long term value.  Ryan is a professionally licensed Mechanical Engineer in 

five states and recognized by the US Green Building Council as a LEED Accredited Professional for 

Building and Construction.  

Ryan currently has worked in the industry since 1997 with professional experience for wide ranging 

projects from large hospitals, institutional buildings, and school campuses.   

 

Financing Panel 

     Woolsey McKernon 

Woolsey has a long history of helping to build successful companies with a career spanning all facets of 
the global real estate industry — from development, to construction, to finance, technology and energy 
efficiency. At CleanFund, he is responsible for driving sales growth, marketing execution and product 
excellence. Prior to joining CleanFund, Woolsey oversaw the growth of SCIenergy’s Managed Energy 
Services Agreement (MESA) business unit, led the $20m Series 2 raise, and ran Corporate Development. 
At Singapore-based WIRE, he was involved with numerous global capital acquisition strategies, led the 
initial development of a project in Bangalore, India, Raffles Park, and was involved in a 13-property 
turnaround at Rendezvous Hospitality Group. At Webcor, he spun out the real estate services division, 
developing numerous residential, retail and mixed-use properties as Chief Operating Officer. An 
investment by Webcor in McLaren Software had Woolsey working with Bechtel Group globally, 
responsible for North American Sales. He is an Urban Land Institute Member with a Masters in 
Environmental Management from National University of Singapore and a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the University of Vermont. 

 



 

Michael Hackett 
 

Mike Hackett manages NRG Answers, LLC. NRG identifies and helps select financing alternatives and 

resources for private and public sector clients, including non-profits and tax exempt organizations, to 

install cost effective energy savings equipment and solar arrays. Mike has also consulted with PG&E for 

several years supporting their On-Bill Financing and Trade Professional Alliance programs, and has 

facilitated a number of EE financing workshops in the Central Valley. For inquiries or information: 

mike@nrganswers.com, 805.403.6450. 

 

Andy Seeto 
 

Andy is a life-long resident of the Central Valley, born and raised in Fresno, CA.  He graduated from CSU 

Fresno with a B.S. Degree in Business Finance.  Andy has over 18 years of business lending in originating 

loans under the SBA loan programs and other Government Guaranteed lending programs. Since 2009 to 

2014, he worked in the SBA's Fresno Commercial Loan Service Center.  Currently, Andy is a Lender 

Relations Specialist, District International Trade Officer, and SCORE Liaison for the SBA's Fresno District 

Office which covers 15 Counties in the Central California and Central Coast region. 

 

Tim Cali 
 

Renew Financial 
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